HI – 3043 MODERN WORLD HISTORY
Spring 2005

Joe Eaton, PhD

wjeaton@stgregorys.edu
(405) 878-5183 office telephone

Office #119 Benedictine Hall, Office hours: Monday 1-3, Wednesday 12:30-2:30, Friday 12:15-1:15

You may also meet me before or after class to set up a time for an appointment.  Please feel free to call or send an email.     

This course examines many of the general historical developments of major cultures and societies around the world.  Attention is focused the traditions and patterns of life found in these cultures and the impact on them of the dramatic rise of the West after 1500.  Special emphasis this semester will be given to Chinese and Islamic civilizations as well as historiography concerning industrialization and comparative modern economic development.  

No phone calls in class.  Phones must be turned off before class begins.   No food & drink in class (H2O allowed).

Late work will be penalized one letter grade.   I reserve the right not to accept assignments that are more than one week late.

Make-Up Examinations: Make-up examinations are both burdensome on me and unfair to the remainder of the class, and for both reasons make-up exams are not readily given.  Exceptions for good cause are allowed, but you should be prepared to provide written verification of any incident preventing you from not taking an exam on the designated day.  Make-up exams tend to be more difficult because the person has had an opportunity to study longer than his or her classmates.

Attendance: Attendance is mandatory.   Repeated unexcused absences will result in the loss of course points and may result in expulsion from the course.  I reserve the right to send an absence warning after a third unexcused absence and drop a student from the class for any absences after that.  Please be on-time for class.  

Plagiarism: As defined in the S.G.U. catalog, plagiarism is:  The use of another’s published work wholly or in part without recognition or proper documentation. 2. The use of another student’s work as one’s own. 3. The purchase, use or provision of an already prepared paper.   Plagiarism is unacceptable, generally easy for me to detect, and will result in an F on the work in question.  

Lectures do not generally summarize the course readings, but instead help you to understand the broader significance of global interactions.  It will not be enough to simply attend the lectures but forego reading the material yourself.  

Required Books (available at SGU Founder’s Bookstore).  Please purchase your books early in the semester:

Landes, David S. The Wealth and Poverty of Nations: Why Some are so Rich and Some are so Poor. 


New York: W.W. Norton, 1999.

Lewis, Bernard. What Went Wrong? The Clash between Islam and Modernity in the Middle East. 


New York: Harper Collins, 2003.

Marks, Robert B. The Origins of the Modern World: A Global and Ecological Narrative. Lanham, 


Maryland: Rowman & Littlefield, 2002.

Menzies, Gavin. 1421: The Year China Discovered America. New York: Harper Collins, 2003.

http://www.1421.tv/ Official book website.
Tignor, Robert. et al. Worlds Together, Worlds Apart: A History of the Modern World from the 


Mongol Empire to the Present. New York: W.W. Norton, 2002.

Recommended book:

Marius, Richard and Melvin E. Page. Short Guide to Writing About History. 4th edition. New York: 

Longman, 2002.  (On semester reserve at the SGU Library, front desk.)

Course outline (subject to change):

	Date
	Topic
	Reading Assignment
	Assignment

	Monday 1-17
	Introduction
	
	

	Wednesday 1-19
	World at 1300
	Worlds Together, Worlds Apart, chapter 1
	

	Monday 1-24
	Crisis and Recovery in Eurasia, 1300-1500
	Worlds Together, Worlds Apart, chapter 2
	

	Wednesday 1-26
	Contact, Commerce, Colonization, 1450s-1600
	Worlds Together, Worlds Apart, chapter 3
	

	Monday 1-31
	Worlds Entangled, 1600-1750
	Worlds Together, Worlds Apart, chapter 4
	

	Wednesday 2-2
	Old Regimes, 1600-1780
	Worlds Together, Worlds Apart, chapter 5
	

	Monday 2-7
	Reordering the World, 1750-1850
	Worlds Together, Worlds Apart, chapter 6
	

	Wednesday 2-9 
	Alternative Visions in the 19th century
	Worlds Together, Worlds Apart, chapter 7
	

	Monday 2-14
	Nations and Empires, 1850-1914
	Worlds Together, Worlds Apart, chapter 8
	

	Wednesday 2-16
	Unsettled World, 1890-1914
	Worlds Together, Worlds Apart, chapter 9
	

	Monday 2-21
	Modernity, 1910-1939
	Worlds Together, Worlds Apart, chapter 10
	

	Wednesday 2-23
	Three-World Order, 1940-1975
	Worlds Together, Worlds Apart, chapter 11
	

	Monday 2-28
	
	
	Mid-Term Exam

	Wednesday 3-2
	China discovers America? Looking at the Evidence
	1421: The Year China Discovered America, 1-75
	

	Monday 3-7
	
	1421: The Year China Discovered America, 81-156
	

	Wednesday 3-9
	
	1421: The Year China Discovered America, 161-234
	

	Monday 3-14
	
	1421: The Year China Discovered America, 239-333
	Paper Title, Short Description and Bibliography due in class

	Wednesday 3-16
	
	1421: The Year China Discovered America, 339-427 and appendices
	1421 Review due

	Spring Break, Easter
	-------------------------
	
	

	Wednesday 3-30
	Islam and the West
	Lewis, What Went Wrong?, Introduction and chapter 1
	(April 1 drop date)

	Monday 4-4
	
	Lewis, What Went Wrong?, chapters 2 & 3
	** Lewis Book Review due

	Wednesday 4-6
	
	Lewis, What Went Wrong?, chapters 4 & 5
	

	Monday 4-11
	
	Lewis, What Went Wrong?, chapters 6, 7, and conclusion
	

	Wednesday 4-13
	Why the West?  
	Landes, Wealth and Poverty of Nations, pages tba
	Complete Research Paper draft due

	Monday 4-18
	
	Landes, Wealth and Poverty of Nations, pages tba
	** Landes Book Review due

	Wednesday 4-20
	
	Landes, Wealth and Poverty of Nations, pages tba
	

	Monday 4-25
	
	Landes, Wealth and Poverty of Nations, pages tba
	

	Wednesday 4-27
	New Ways of Looking at World History: Rise of the West?
	Marks, Origins of the Modern World, chapters 2 & 3
	

	Monday 5-2
	
	Marks, Origins of the Modern World, introduction and chapter 4
	Research Paper due in class (late penalty)

	Wednesday 5-4
	
	Marks, Origins of the Modern World, chapter 5 and conclusion
	

	Finals Week
	
	
	


Method of Assessment:

Class attendance, occasional pop quizzes, and participation – 50 points (possible)

Mid-term examination (February 28) – 50 points 

Book Review (March 16) - 1421: The Year China Discovered America – 50 points
** Book Review (April 4 or 18) - Either What Went Wrong? or Wealth and Poverty of Nations – 50 points  Just write one of the reviews.
Research Paper (complete draft due April 13, final draft May 2) – 100 points 

Late papers penalized one letter grade.   I reserve the right not to accept assignments that are more than one week late.
Grading Scale:


A = 100 to 90%   


B =  89  to 80%


C =  79  to 70%


D =  69  to 60%


F =  below 60%

___________________

Research Paper (due May 2) - You will decide the topic of your research essay, with my approval.  A preliminary paper title, short description (one paragraph), and bibliography (at least 5 relevant sources) are due on March 14.   Your final essay (10-12 pages) will be typed, double-spaced, and include Turabian style footnotes as described in the Marius, Short Guide.  I suggest that you look through the course readings, particularly Worlds Together, Worlds Apart, to help in finding a topic.  Please talk to me about your topic very early in the semester.  A complete draft of your paper is due on April 13.  The final copy is due May 2.   
___________________

1st Book Review (March 16) - 1421: The Year China Discovered America.  The “appendix B” in Marius, Short Guide provides guidelines for writing a review.  Additional guidelines will be handed out in class.  You may also wish to look at examples of history book reviews in the American Historical Review, available in the SGU library. 

___________________

2nd Book Review (April 4 or April 18) - You will review another of the course books (either Landes, Wealth and Poverty of Nations or Lewis, What Went Wrong?).  

____________________
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