Humanities Senior Thesis, HU – 4993
St. Gregory’s University

Spring 2005, Tuesday/Thursday 9:30-10:45
Joe Eaton, PhD
wjeaton@stgregorys.edu
(405) 878-5183 office telephone

Office #119 Benedictine Hall, Office hours: Monday 1-3, Wednesday 12:30-2:30, 
Friday 12:15-1:15

You may also meet me before or after class to set up a time for an appointment.  Please feel free to call or send an email.     

Course objectives: This course provides an in-depth understanding of the methods involved in academic research and writing as is designed to serve as a preparation for the Senior Seminar in the spring.  The primary goal of this course and the spring semester Senior Seminar is a research essay of at least 25 pages.  With the guidance of advisers, the student will choose a topic, perform research, and write a documented essay using appropriate citation methods.

You should discuss your thesis with your adviser and reader often during the semester.

No phone calls in class.  Phones must be turned off before class begins. 

No food & drink in class (H2O allowed).

Late work will be penalized.   I reserve the right not to accept assignments that are more than one week late. Please do not email your assignments.  

Course outline (subject to change):

Week # and Assignment

1 – Thursday, January 13: Introduction

2 – Thursday, January 20: Revised bibliography due.  Please discuss your thesis with your adviser before January 20. 

3 – Tuesday, January 25: Thesis outline due. 
4 – Tuesday, February 1: Thesis section due (5-8 pages, 3 copies).

5 – TBA
6 – Tuesday, February 15: Thesis section due (5-8 pages, 3 copies).
7 – TBA
8 – Tuesday, March 1: Thesis section due (5-8 pages, 3 copies).
9 - TBA
10 – Tuesday, March 15: Thesis section due (5-8 pages, 3 copies).
11 – Spring Break

12 – Tuesday, March 29: Thesis section due (5-8 pages, 3 copies).
13 – Thursday, April 7: Complete draft due (3 stapled copies)

14 – TBA

15 – Friday, April 22: Final paper due (3 stapled copies) by noon in my office

16 – Presentation practices, date and time TBA

17 – Presentations, date and time TBA
Post-semester: deposit of theses in SGU James K. Kelly Library 

Course highlights:
· Complete draft (3 stapled copies) due April 7.

· Final paper due April 22 (3 stapled copies) in my office by noon.  Your paper should be a minimum of 25 pages in length (content pages), typed (commonplace 12 point font like Times Roman, Arial, Georgia, or Garamond), double-spaced, using formatting and citation method specific to your discipline (i.e. Turabian for History and Philosophy, MLA or APA for English, APA for Communications).   Papers turned in after noon on the 22nd will have a letter grade deducted.  Papers turned in after April 29 will have two letter grades deducted.    
· Presentation “dry-run” sometime during week of April 25-29.

· Presentations week of May 2-6.  Your presentation should be approximately 30 minutes in duration (including time for some questions).  

· Upon completion of your presentation, a copy of your paper will be deposited for the public in the James K. Kelly Library at SGU.

Method of evaluation: Semester progress on thesis, class attendance and participation (15%), presentation (10%), final thesis paper (75%)

You may wish to present an abridged version of your thesis at the annual University of Houston - Clear Lake Student Conference for Research and Creative Arts held in April, 2005, the annual conference at Emporia State in Kansas, or at a similar conference that is open to the participation of undergraduate students.   I encourage students who do superior work to consider publication of their thesis.  

Attendance: Attendance is mandatory.   Repeated unexcused absences will result in the loss of course points and may result in expulsion from the course.  I reserve the right to send an absence warning after a third unexcused absence and drop a student from the class for any absences after that.  Please be on-time for class.  

Plagiarism: As defined in the S.G.U. catalog, plagiarism is:  The use of another’s published work wholly or in part without recognition or proper documentation. 2. The use of another student’s work as one’s own. 3. The purchase, use or provision of an already prepared paper.   Plagiarism is unacceptable, generally easy for me to detect, and will result in an F on your thesis.  
