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HI 1483 – UNITED STATES HISTORY, 1492 TO 1865

ACE PROGRAM

St. Gregory’s University

January 20-March 10, 2005

Joe Eaton, PhD

wjeaton@stgregorys.edu
(405) 878-5183 office telephone

Office #119 Benedictine Hall, Office hours: Monday 1-3, Wednesday 12:30-2:30, Friday 12:15-1:15

You may also meet me before or after class to set up a time for an appointment.  Please feel free to call or send an email.     

Catalog description: Students examine the ideas, social, and political events that created the New Republic.  Major components include the exploration of the “New World,” Native Americans, colonial society, the Revolutionary War and Constitution, westward expansion, slavery, the Alamo, Mexican War, gold and silver discoveries, the development of the political parties, and the Civil War.  

No phone calls in class.  If you must leave your phone on, please turn your ringer to silent and take your phone call in the hallway. 
Late work will be penalized one letter grade.   I reserve the right not to accept assignments that are more than one week late.

Make-Up Examinations: Make-up examinations are both burdensome on me and unfair to the remainder of the class, and for both reasons make-up exams are not readily given.  Exceptions for good cause are allowed, but you should be prepared to provide written verification of any incident preventing you from not taking an exam on the designated day.  Make-up exams tend to be more difficult because the person has had an opportunity to study longer than his or her classmates.

Attendance: Attendance is mandatory.   Repeated unexcused absences will result in the loss of course points and may result in expulsion from the course.  I reserve the right to send an absence warning after a third unexcused absence and drop a student from the class for any absences after that.  Please be on-time for class.  

Plagiarism: As defined in the S.G.U. catalog, plagiarism is:  The use of another’s published work wholly or in part without recognition or proper documentation. 2. The use of another student’s work as one’s own. 3. The purchase, use or provision of an already prepared paper.   Plagiarism is unacceptable, generally easy for me to detect, and will result in an F on the work in question.  

Required Books (available at SGU Founder’s Bookstore):

Divine, Robert A. et al. The American Story, Volume 1: To 1877. 2nd Edition, 


New York: Pearson, 2005.

Douglass, Frederick. Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American 


Slave.  New York: Barnes and Noble, 2003.

Course outline (please complete reading assignments by date indicated).  Subject to change:

	Date
	Topic
	Reading Assignment
	Assignments

	January 13
	Orientation
	
	

	January 20
	New World, Southern Colonies
	American Story, chapters 1 & 2
	Short Quiz (over reading assignment)

	January 27
	New England, 18th century America
	American Story, chapters 3 & 4
	Early Images of America Mini-presentations

	February 3
	American Revolution, Republicanism
	American Story, chapters 5 & 6
	

	February 10
	Federalist and Jeffersonian America
	American Story, chapters 7 & 8
	Short Quiz (over reading assignment)

	February 17
	Nation-building and Jacksonian Democracy
	American Story, chapters 9 & 10
	History Game: “1812: Second War for Independence?”

	February 24
	Slavery, Reform Movements
	American Story, chapters 11 & 12; Douglass, Narrative (entirety)
	History Game: “1846: War with Mexico?”

	March 3
	Manifest Destiny, Sectional Crisis
	American Story, chapters 13 & 14
	History Game: “1860: Crisis”;

Frederick Douglass Essay due in class

	March 10
	Civil War
	American Story, chapter 15
	Short Quiz (over reading assignment)


Method of Assessment:
Quizzes – 75 points possible (25 x 3 quizzes)
History Game participation – 25 points possible

Douglass Essay – 50 points possible 

Early America Mini-presentation – 25 points possible

A = >90%, B = >80%, C = >70%, D = >60%, F = < 60%

________________________
Douglass essay.

Write an essay of no more than three typed, double-spaced pages about The Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass.  Make sure to refer to specific page numbers and episodes in the Narrative when appropriate. 15 points possible

Some suggested topics for the Douglass essay (do not make this into a research paper):

- As the writer of a slave narrative, Douglass was working to convince a largely white audience to reject slavery.  What arguments are made specifically to his white readers?  According to Douglass, what impact does slavery have on whites?

- According to Douglass, do the slaves form a community on the plantation?

- What does Douglass believe it means to be human?  How does this relate to Douglass’ experiences under slavery?

__________________________

Mini-presentation: Early Images of America.

Choose a foreign (visual) image or images (no more than 3) of early America (before 1800).  You should tell the “story” behind the image(s).  What does it say about America?  What does it say about the image-maker? Please save your image(s) on a floppy disk or cd.  You will be given about 5 minutes or so for your presentation.  Expect a few questions. 
The WWW is an excellent place to find usable images of early America.  The SGU library also contains numerous books on the discovery and exploration of America.

____________________________
History Games.
You will be assigned a role in one of the history games.  More details announced in class.  

__________________________
The student will demonstrate the following competencies:

Understanding of the fundamental concepts that form the basis of the U.S. political and legal systems and their evolution during the course of U.S. history.

Understanding of the causes and course of European exploration and settlement of North America, the institutions and structure of colonial societies, and the political and economic relationships among the colonies.

Understanding the principal causes and key events of the Revolutionary War and the major political, constitutional, and economic developments related to the creation of the federal government and the establishment of U.S. society.

Understanding of the significance of the westward movement in U.S. history and the political, economic, social, and cultural consequences of territorial expansion.

Understanding of the origins, key events, and major social, economic, and political consequences of the Civil War.









