St. Gregory's University

Course Syllabus

Fall 2001
Dance 1821-1, 3821-1  Choreography I and II

Liz Reiter

Office hours by appointment as well as Tuesday/Thursday 2:00-3:00

Textbook:  The Art of Making Dances by Doris Humphrey

Course Description:

Designed to teach students the fundamentals of choreography and composition in all dance forms.

Course Objectives:

By the end of this course, the student will understand the theory of the process of dance composition.  The final objective is to apply the theory learned in class to a personal work that will be performed on stage.  The student will hold adequate rehearsals, costume and light the dance.  The teacher will evaluate the process of the choreography as well as the product.  
Assessment:
The students perform assignments or improvisations in class. Participation and preparation will be graded.  Sections of the student’s choreography will be performed in class.  The ability to apply the concepts worked on throughout the semester will be graded in the performance of the student’s choreography.  The student will take written exams for their midterm and final, as well as periodic quizzes.

Attendance:
Attendance is recorded with a sign-in sheet.  It is the student’s responsibility to sign-in every class.  A student must not sign-in for another student.  The student may miss two classes per semester.  Each additional absence shall result in the loss of one letter grade from the final grade.  If the student is injured or not feeling well enough to dance but well enough to attend class, an absence may be avoided by attending class and writing an evaluation of a student taking class.  The student must submit the written evaluation to the instructor at the end of class to receive credit. The student should report all illnesses and/or injuries to the instructor.  Three late arrivals or early departures from class are equivalent to one absence.  The student should be properly dressed and ready to begin on time.  It is the student’s responsibility to obtain information missed due to an absence.  If an exam is missed, it is the student’s responsibility to arrange a make-up exam with the instructor.

Attire:

The students should dress to dance in each class.  Proper attire includes flat jazz shoes, kneepads, leotards, tights and/or jazz pants with the hair secured away from the face.  No street clothes, extra large clothes or athletic shoes are permitted.  The student must leave the classroom completely dressed.

Classroom Etiquette:

The student is expected to treat the instructor and fellow students with respect and courtesy in an attentive and cooperative manner.  Any problems should be addressed to the instructor and/or an advisor.  No smoking, gum, food or drinks in the classroom at any time.

