The American West

HIST 3123-1

Fall 2001     TR 1:00 – 1:50 p.m.

Fr. Nicholas Ast, OSB

Office:  FA 211

Phone:  878 – 5411                 E-Mail:  frnicholas@sgc.edu

Office Hours:  MWF  11:00 – 11:50 a.m.; TR 2:15 – 3:30 p.m.; or by appointment

Textbook:

White, Richard.  It’s Your Misfortune and None of My Own:  A New History of the American West.

          Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1991.

Academic Regulations:

For the university policies regarding academic ethics, consult the current St. Gregory’s University Catalog.

House Rules:

· I do not mind if you bring something to drink during class.  I do, however, discourage you from bringing food into the classroom.  

· Appropriate dress and hygiene should be maintained.  

· Cell phones, beepers, etc., should be turned off for the duration of class.

· Disrespectful and disruptive behavior will not be tolerated and will result in dismissal from the course.

Evaluation:

· Attendance and Participation (35%)

· Museum Exhibit Essay (10%)

· Film Perspectives Essay (10%)

· Primary Source Paper and Presentation (15%)

· Facilitation of Class (10%)

· Final Paper (20%)

Attendance Policy:

· According to the St. Gregory’s University Catalog, instructors set the attendance policy for their own courses.  

· I expect your body and your mind to be present for every class.  

· Excessive absences, tardiness and inattentive behavior will lower your grade.  

· For this course, three absences are allowed.  

· After the third absence, I reserve the option to drop that student from the course.  

· Except for official university activities, I will not distinguish between excused and unexcused absences.  

· If such an activity prevents your attendance, it is your responsibility to notify me in writing.  

· If exceptional circumstances (e.g., extended illness) necessitate an extended absence from class, please notify me.  

· Please schedule doctor’s appointments, court appearances, etc., on your own time.

· Make travel arrangements so that they do not conflict with the course schedule.

Participation Policy:

· Because this course uses a discussion model, active participation is required.

· Be prepared to answer the questions provided for each class.

· I recommend that you take notes on your answers to these questions.  Although I do not plan to ask you to submit your answers in writing, I reserve the option to do so.

· Absences preclude participation and will lower your grade.

Assignments:

· All written work is to be typed and double-spaced.

· Use A Manuel of Style by Kate Turabian.

· Because Turabian allows for a number of citation methods, I prefer that you use endnotes.

· Inferior writing will lower the grade of written work.

· All written work is due at the beginning of class on the date it is due.

· Late work will be penalized 10% for each day after the due date.

Museum Essay

Chose either Frederick Remington or Charles Russell.  Then compose an essay that compares and contrasts the work of your chosen artist with the Holden exhibit in the Museum.  

Film Perspectives Essay

Based on the excerpts from The Searchers and Dances with Wolves, compose an essay that analyzes the perspectives of the West presented in these movies.  Be sure to relate your essay to the material discussed in class.

Primary Source Project

Choose a primary source and prepare an essay that places the source in the context of the history of the American West.  The source must be at least 100 pages in length.  In order to prevent duplications, you must clear your source with me.  As part of the project, each student will prepare a 20-minute presentation to be given to the class as scheduled.

Student Facilitation of Class

On designated days, students will lead the class discussion for an assigned chapter in White’s book.  At the class meeting prior to the date of the facilitation, the student leader will provide the class with a list of questions to guide their reading.

Final Paper

Based on the material covered in this course, critique your assessment essay in which you analyzed the development of the American West.  You may wish to modify or completely change your original assessment in order to provide a comprehensive analysis of the American West.

Tentative Calendar

Date
Topic
Reading


Aug. 21
Assessment Test

Aug. 23
Syllabus

Aug. 28
The Turner Thesis
Internet Document


Aug. 30
The Seeds of the West
Chapter 1
  

Sept. 3
Labor Day – No Class

Sept. 4
Empires and Indians
Chapter 2

Sept. 6
Museum Visit



Essay Due:  Compare Exhibit to Remington or Russell

Sept. 11
The Conquest of the West
Chapter 3

Sept. 13
The Federal Government and the Indians
Chapter 4 

Sept. 18
Exploring the Land
Chapter 5

Sept. 20
Distributing the Land
Chapter 6

Sept. 25
The Searchers
Sept. 27
Dances with Wolves


Oct. 2
Discussion of Movie Excerpts



Essay Due:  Film Perspectives of the West

Oct. 4
Territorial Government
Chapter 7


Student Facilitator

Oct. 9
Migration
Chapter 8

Oct. 11
Transforming the Land
Chapter 9


Student Facilitator

Oct. 16
The West and the World Economy
Chapter 10

Oct. 18
Fall Break – No Classes

Oct. 23
The Economic Structure of the West
Chapter 11

Oct. 25
New Communities of the Western Social Order
Chapter 12


Student Facilitator

Oct. 30
Social Conflict
Chapter 13

Nov. 1
Western Politics
Chapter 14

Nov. 4
Primary Source Presentations
Nov. 8
Primary Source Presentations


Nov. 13
At the Centers of Power
Chapter 15

Nov. 15
On the Peripheries of Power
Chapter 16


Student Facilitator 

Nov. 20
The Depression
Chapter 17

Nov. 22
Thanksgiving Break – No Class

Nov. 27
World War II and Its Aftermath
Chapter 18

Nov. 29
Rise of the Metropolitan West
Chapter 19


Student Facilitator
Dec.4
The West and the Nation
Chapter 20

Dec. 6
The Imagined West
Chapter 21

Dec. 10
Final Paper Due:  Critique and Analysis
